
Pillager Public Schools 
323 East 2nd Street South 
Pillager, MN 56473 

www.isd116.org 

welcome to our school 

Pillager School — The Right Choice For Your Whole Family! 

 

 
Welcome to the Pillager Public Schools.  It has been a great privilege to lead this school district and I look forward to another 
successful year for one of the up-and-coming districts in the state. On behalf of the school board, administration, faculty, staff 
and students of our district, I want to welcome you to our district and encourage you to learn more about the many incredible 
programs and services we offer to students. 

I encourage you to visit our website as a quick and easy way for you to learn about our school 
district. Along with stories about the many accomplishments of our students, you will find 
information about all aspects of our district.  

We’re excited to welcome you to the district and look forward to providing your children with a 
challenging education that builds academic competence, encourages creativity, promotes lifelong 
learning, and fosters respect for self and others. 

In my role as the Superintendent, I will continue to push our educators to deliver high standards 
for learning and to continue implementation of our new district strategic plan and  I embrace the 
opportunity to provide excellence in education for the children in the district. Mike Malmberg, 

Superintendent 



Relationships 
We have a number of programs that have contributed to improved relationships between staff and students.  SWIS data and staff referrals 
are used to identify students who are at-risk. These students enter our Tier II or Yellow tier program. A teacher volunteers to form a closer 
relationship and do “check-ins and check-outs” with one student from this list. All students are eligible to earn a “Reward Day” at the end of 
each semester. Students with “good” attendance, no major office referrals, and are passing all classes are eligible. Eighty-two percent of our 
students earned a Reward Day last year. The school district also contracts with the community mental health center to have a full- time men-
tal health professional and a practitioner at our school. 

District Strategic Plan Summary 
(The full 2015 Strategic Planning Project Brochure is available on the school website.) 
 
Statement  
The ISD 116 Pillager School District Strategic Plan was approved by the School Board in June of 2015. The 
plan, created by a team of parents, community and business leaders, staff and teachers, establishes this 
school district’s priorities for 2015 to 2020. The Strategic Plan started with three work session in the spring of 
2015. These sessions developed a vision and seven priorities that were then forward to the School Board to 
haelp the Superintendent of Schools and the School Administration develop the top goals and strategies with 
a timeline to help guide the district.  
 
Vision  
In five years, we will have developed, delivered, and be recognized for…  
• Positive educational experiences for all students  
• High academic achievement & high test scores  
• Staff development opportunities (PLCs)  
• College & career opportunities  
• Fine Arts opportunities & building  
 
Priorities  
1) Increase the investment and quality of staff development  
2) Increase student achievement proficiency on state and district assessments through data driven decisions  
3) Effective use of technology  
4) Increase opportunities and the performance of extra curricular, fine arts, and community education programs  
5) Develop and maintain a long range plan for facilities  
6) Retain and attract quality staff  

Pillager Students Show Tremendous Growth on 2015 Assessments 
Based on achievement results from the 2015 Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments, it was reported that Minnesota students 
experienced mixed results without dramatic increases or decreases in proficiency from 2014.   

 
However, the Pillager School District is encouraged by the achievement growth shown by its students.  In 
mathematics, Pillager Elementary School students demonstrated 8% growth in proficiency, increasing to 71% 
versus the statewide average of 60%.  Pillager Elementary School saw an even greater growth in reading 
proficiency with 69% of students meeting the proficiency target in 2015.  This is a 15% increase from 2014 and 
outpaces the state average by nearly 10%. 
 
In the Middle School, 71% of 6th grade students met or exceeded standards which was an increase of 15% 
when this same group of students were in 5th grade. 
 
As a district, we look forward to growing these positive results and focusing in on areas that need improvement. 

 

Mission  
We will deliver our Vision by using beliefs, ideas, and actions to create an 
environment that provides top quality educational opportunities for all 
learners through staff development, and community involvement.  

On the following pages you will find information about the curriculums, activities, and 
organizations of Pillager School.  If you have any questions, please call the school.   

We would love to help you understand ALL that Pillager Schools has to offer. 



Husky PRIDE 
The PBIS Program at Pillager is a 
cornerstone for the school and 
communities we serve.  All staff 
at Pillager School are represent-
ed, in some capacity, in the lead-
ership team.  The leadership of 
this program has developed a 
“Servant Leadership” mentality 
and has taught this to all staff, 
who pass these beliefs on to the 
students.  The servant leadership model holds to the belief that 
we, as a staff, are here to serve others, most notably our students.  
The idea is to teach those values that represent Pillager and have 
them passed on from the classroom to extra-curricular activities, to 
the community, in homes, and into the workplace.  Teaching the 
Husky PRIDE model is evident at all levels.  Characteristics of 
Perseverance, Respect and Responsibility, Integrity, Discipline, 
and Excellence are pillars of our school. 
 
The PBIS Program prides itself in teaching these pillars of success 
through relationships with students.  The program has many built- 
in tools to monitor success.  Students are given Husky PRIDE 
Paw Prints when they are “caught” showing Husky Pride in any 
capacity: behaviorally, socially, or academically.  Students, as well 
as staff, can give and receive recognition for exemplifying Husky 
PRIDE.  Prizes are given to all Paw recipients and their name is  
entered into weekly drawings for larger prizes such as gift cards, 
clothing, VIP privileges, and other items from organizations that 
support our program.   

Stretch Learning 
All students, regardless of age, are provided opportunities to en-
gage in rigorous and relevant learning.  Pillager prides itself in 
mainstreaming its special education students into all mainstream 
classes, while providing a resource room for additional support 
when needed.  Inclusion is the norm as the five special education 
teachers work hard to provide the LRE (Least Restrictive Environ-
ment) for all handicapped students.   All students at Pillager, spe-
cial education included, complete a minimum of six semester 
credits in the four core areas during their high school years (9-12). 
 
Students are “stretched” academically at Pillager starting in the 
elementary with differentiated instruction in math and reading.  
Placing students in age/ability appropriate classes allows for best 
practices and research based instruction. Research includes us-
ing data to make decisions for placement of students.  Data in-
cluding AIMS WEB, helps teachers adjust curriculum as well as 
grouping students for tier1, and tier 2 or 3 interventions.  Teachers 
look at grade level data to determine needs and base needs on 
data rather then “feelings” within their classrooms.  A “power hour” 
is planned into the master schedule to allow for extensions as well 
as remedial help.  Middle school students are placed in honors 
classes based on standardized test scores, GPA, and teacher 
recommendations.  Progress is monitored through PLC meetings 
to determine the effectiveness of instruction.  Weekly probes are 
heavily relied upon for direction within the academic realm.   

State of Minnesota Recognizes 30 Schools for Excellencein Behavioral Prevention Efforts 
The Minnesota Department of Education recognized 30 schools for their successful work using Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports (PBIS), a 
data-driven program that provides districts and individual schools throughout Minnesota with training and technical support to promote improvement in 
student behavior, especially for students with challenging social behaviors. The schools receiving recognition as “Sustaining Exemplar Schools” are 
leaders in supporting positive behavior, improving school climate and increasing student achievement. 
“I congratulate these schools for their leadership in finding new ways to positively address student behavior. Too many times, negative student behavior 
results in suspensions or detention that takes a child out of the classroom and disrupts their learning,” said Commissioner Brenda Cassellius. “PBIS 
helps schools set clear expectations for students, teachers and families and new ways to address behavior issues. Each of these 30 schools is showing 
the benefits of creating respectful and supportive school climates and the positive impact that work can have on student achievement.”  
Of the 30 schools recognized, Pillager took TWO awards, one for Elementary and one for Secondary.   
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100 great things at Pillager 
Biz Town academics One Act arts 
Bridges Academies academics All-Comers Track Meet & 5K Homecoming Run athletics 
Teen Reading Advisory academics Youth Sports model athletics 
Knowledge Bowl academics Summer ball athletics 
Kid Connection (after school homework help) academics Special Olympics athletics 
Hospitality Co-op with local resorts academics Clay Target League athletics 
Huskies School Store academics Christmas Basketball Tournament athletics 
Reward Day with activities off campus academics Sports camp athletics 
Middle School Retreat academics Co-op sports athletics 
Plant sale / Arbor Day activities academics Husky PRIDE behavior management 
Reality Store academics Peaceful Playground behavior management 
Driver's Ed offered during school academics High behavior standards behavior management 
Junior Achievement academics Social Emotional Intervention (TACSEI) EC behavior management 
Grade level field trips academics Parent Coffee communication 
Kindergarten Graduation academics active website communication 
I Love to Read Month academics newsletters sent often communication 
Student of the Month academics Jumpstart 5 communication 
Senior Scholarship Awards academics Intentional "Transition Points" programming communication 
Spelling Bee / Geography Bee academics Kindergarten Round-up communication 
Career Day academics AlertNow Communication System communication 
Spanish Club trip academics Hall of Fame community 
Science Fair academics Alumni Activities community 
School Forest academics Baccalaureate community 
College in the Schools academics Hall Walkers community 
Cross curricular instruction academics Open Gym / Open Weight room community 
PAES Lab academics Grandparent's Day program community 
Professional Learning Community (staff) academics PTO community 
Exchange students academics Homecoming Parade community 
National Honor Society academics Community Garden community 
Christmas Shopping for Kids activities connection with Riverside Assisted Living community 
Veterans Day program activities Volunteers welcome community 
Summer Library program activities new school facilities high standards 
Grad Blast activities Free Dental Screening interest in whole child 
Muffins with Mom activities Supply Drive interest in whole child 
Donuts with Dad activities Free Breakfast and Lunch For Kids in the Summer interest in whole child 
Cinnamon Rolls with Seniors activities on-site childcare...Little Huskies! interest in whole child 
Father/Daughter Banquet activities ECFE interest in whole child 
Family Activity Nights activities 18 minutes program interest in whole child 
Fun Stop (after school care) activities Ramp UP interest in whole child 
4th grade graduation tea activities EC-12 in one building K-12 experience 
Jump rope / Hoops for Heart activities schools interacting in classrooms K-12 experience 
PTO Family nights activities Pillager Ed Foundation partnership 
Spirit Week and Sno-Daze activities Booster Club partnership 
Christmas Program  activities involvement with local Food Shelf partnership 
Student Council (at all levels) activities Red Cross Blood Drive partnership 
Music Trips arts Head Start in our building partnership 
Art Shows arts Husky of the Month relationships 
Art Murals by students arts Google account for all students technology 
Spring Musical arts iPad in every elementary classroom technology 
Music Lessons arts School Board Strategic Plan vision 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Inten�onal plan to help 
Pillager School families and 

students navigate the changes 
at each Transi�on Point. 

Students  
going into... Plans and ac�vi�es 

  
 
 
 
 
 
PTO Kindergarten Social 
 
 
 
Open House 

 Mee�ngs with Middle School leaders 

  
 
Ramp Up 
 
Open House class mee�ngs 

 Looking Ahead (Spring-Jr. year) 
 
Ramp Up 

Informa�on 

Introduce children and parents to 
the school building, lunch lines, 
library, and their teachers. 
Registra�on forms available in 
spring. 
 
Play date on the playground to 
introduce students to their new 
friends. 
 
Introduce families to child’s 
classroom, get transporta�on info. 

 
 
Join us for a fun day of mee�ng 
your teachers, prac�cing your new 
schedule, learning your locker 
combina�on, team building 
ac�vi�es AND fun!!  We will grill for 
lunch and get to know each other! 

Meet with high school counselor to 
talk about high school scheduling, 
PSEO / Online / CIS 
 
Expecta�ons of high school, 
fundraising, class trips, policies and 
procedures. 

Scholarships (Ed founda�on) 
Financial Aid (Sue T) 
Schedules, Open Hour 

Date 

Previous 
spring 
 
 
 
 
 
Mid-
August 
 
Week 
before 
school 

Spring of 
4th grade 
 
 
August 

8th grade 
spring 

Spring 
during 
junior 
year 

 



Middle School and High School students who have passing grades 
and do not have behavior or attendance referrals will have the op-

portunity to participate in special Reward Day activities in the 
fall and spring.   

Reward Day 

Reality Store (Juniors and Seniors) 
Wednesday in October 
 
The "Reality Store" is a fun, hands-on, "real-life" 
simulation of personal finances for families. The 
purpose of this event is to provide students with a 
taste of reality through an educational role-
playing simulation relating to making financial 
choices. 
 
Each high school senior is given, at random, a 
career, a salary and a family life situation. They 
are told they are the head of the household at 
age 25. Then off they go to their school’s gym to experience "real 
life" and make some challenging financial decisions.  
 
First stop: Uncle Sam to deduct taxes; then to the bank to deposit 
their salary; then the student is required to visit every booth to pur-
chase all the things necessary to live. Should he visit the Housing 
Booth first to secure accommodation, the Grocery Booth to make 
sure he has enough food, get some form of transportation (maybe 
that fast car he has dreamed of!), get some fancy clothes. Oh, what 
about furniture, utilities, medical and dental insurance, a phone to 
name just a few! But wait – he has two children ages 1 and 3 – he 
needs child care!  
Sample booths at the Reality Store may include:  
Bank, Child Care, Clothing, Communications, Contribution, Credit 
Card, Entertainment, Furniture, Grocery, Housing, Medical/Dental, 
Personal Care, SOS/Supplemental Income, Transportation, Uncle 
Sam, and Utilities. 

High  
School 

Mr. Shannon Hunstad 
High School Principal 

 
highschool@isd116.org 

College credits 
Pillager students have many opportunities to earn college credits 
through a variety of delivery options. PHS has a very strong CIS 
(College In Schools) Program in which students take classes at the 
school for college credit.  We offer over 40 credits that  can transfer 
to most four year universities.  
 
Students also have access to hundreds of Honors Online college 
classes as well as hundreds of online high school credits.  Pillager 
School is one of the founding schools in an online consortium that 
now boasts over 50 other public schools.  This, coupled with college 
online offerings, provides our students many avenues to pursue 
high school and college credit.  
 
Agreements currently exist with Lake Superior College (LSC) that 
allows our students to receive credit from our teachers in career and 
technical fields.  Forestry, greenhouse production, and business 
management are a few of the areas in which students can take 
classes from vocationally certified staff. 

Beyond core classes  
• Conditioning, racquet sports, team sports 
• Outdoor Adventures (canoeing, fishing, hockey) 
• Forestry, Forensic Science, Basic Electricity, Zoology 
• Construction Trades (builds a project each year for sale) 
• Welding, Small Engines, Cabinet Making 
• Concert Choir, Concert Band 
• Drawing, Painting, Textiles, Sculpture, Ceramics 
• Accounting, Desktop Publishing, Web Page Design 
• Digital Photography 
• Public Speaking, Journalism 
• Civics, History through Sports, Service Leadership 

In 2012, Pillager School was 
ranked #4 (out of 263) in the 

state for the graduation rate of 
98.2% and remains well above 

the statewide average. 



Pillager students are given many opportunities to explore career and 
college options: 
 
A Youth Career Advisor, sponsored by NJPA, will be in our 
school two days a week to empower students to make informed 

decisions about their career and 
educational plans. The primary 
goal of this program is to increase 
the number of high school 
graduates who enter post-
secondary education programs or 

workforce training prepared for success.  The Youth Career Advisor 
will help students define career aspirations and recognize post-
secondary training options that can enhance their capacity to 
achieve their educational and 
financial goals. 
 
 
Ramp-Up to Readiness™  
is an advisory program for grades 
5-12 that features an engaging and interactive series of 
activities designed to help all students graduate from high 
school ready for post-secondary success.  
 
The Ramp-Up outcomes are focused on the five pillars of 
readiness: academic, admissions, career, financial, and 
personal and social readiness. Ramp-Up helps students 
advance toward meeting those standards as they progress 
through school. A series of weekly Advisory Activities at each 
grade level are designed to engage students in interactive 
learning that not only provide them information about college 
and career readiness, but also challenge them to think about 
their own engagement and decision making regarding their 
post-secondary plans. 

 
 
All High School students take a course 
during their 9th grade year focusing on 
careers and personal finance.  This 
experience ties in with the relevance of 
service learning in middle school classes as 
well as transitioning many students into our 

Bridges Career Academies for 11th and 12th graders.  The 
Academies focus on a link between education and business, and 
provide structure for outcome-based and work-based learning 
experiences.   
 
There are five career Academies that our juniors and seniors can 
access: nursing, business administration, manufacturing, 
engineering, and health sciences.  All Academies offer students the 
opportunity to explore a career path to prepare for their post-
secondary education through programs of study that are delivered 
by high school and college faculty with guidance from industry repre-
sentatives.  Students enrolled in the academies take classes at our 
high school and receive high school and college credit. 

Fun Days 

Our high school counselor works with 
students to register for the ACT tests 
that are required for college entrance. 

 

ALC for High School 
Credit recovery through ALC (Alternative Learning Center through 
Freshwater Education District) is available to students, ages 16 or 
older, who are behind a credit or more for graduation.   
 
Students/Parents with questions should contact Mrs. Turner at 746-
2116 or Mrs. Taylor at 746-2077 

College / Career Readiness Pillager High School is proud 
to be a part of ProStart, a 
nationwide, two-year high 
school program that unites the 
classroom and industry to 
develop the best and brightest 
talent into tomorrow’s restaurant and foodservice leaders. 
 
The program is "chef training for high school students," as one 
Minnesota instructor put it. ProStart teaches not only culinary skills, 
but also the business aspects of the foodservice industry. The 
program connects students with industry leaders, provides 
opportunities for scholarships and perhaps most importantly, 
prepares young people for careers as restaurant owners, 
managers, chefs and positions. 
 
ProStart® students enjoy hands-on work, on-the-job training 
through mentorships, interaction with guest presenters and field 
trips to area restaurants and foodservice suppliers. They have the 
opportunity to obtain a Certificate of Achievement at the end of the 
two-year program upon successful completion of testing and 
industry work experience.                   www.hospitalitymn.org 



Middle  
School 

Middle 
School Adventure 

In the fall of the year, 5th/6th graders and 7th/8th grad-
ers will each spend a day at Camp Shamineau. This 
high energy outdoor adventure experience will include 
team-building and relationship building between stu-
dents and staff. It will launch a new school year and 
introduce the high standards that will stretch students to 
give their best. 

Fifth Grade Jump Start  
Welcome to the Middle School Orientation 

(Free T-shirt and lunch included) 
Late in August for all incoming fifth graders 

Mr. Scott Doss 
Middle School Principal 

 
middleschool@isd116.org 

See details on previous  
page. This program will  

also be available  
in the Middle School. 

 

ICU stands for “Intensive 
Care Unit” for student 
achievement and grades.  

 
ICU is a research-based system that helps students who need extra 
time or help to get their work completed to the best of their 
ability. This program provides extra time for students and extra staff 
support to insure learning, rather than the “give-up attitude” of 
accepting a zero. 
 
Teachers will no longer assign “zeros” for missing work, rather have 
the expectation that all work will be turned in and completed to the 
best of that child’s ability. 
 
The biggest thing that students will be required to do is get their 
work done and done well. Every Pillager Middle School student will 
have high expectations for learning. This is not a punishment, rather 
an opportunity for students to get extra help when they need it and 
promote academic success.  

 

This intention little chunk of 
time  will be spent regularly in 
the Middle School dealing 

with skills for social and academic success. 
This program will be led by our MS 
counselor, who is excited about the 
difference this can make for our Middle 
School students. 

 

The remainder of this 6th period in the Middle School will be spent in “Home Room”.  
• Students will participate in four-week rotations  with the Middle School teachers 

presenting such topics as: Genius Hour, FLOW, Spanish Culture, Brain Games, 
Healthy Living, Puzzles/Logic, Myth Busters, and Citizenship. (On Thursdays time is 
spent with Home Room instructors reviewing personally with each student their 
academic progress, grades, and any other issues students are dealing with. 

• Students will have the opportunity to participate in Music:  Band and/or Choir. 
• (Fifth grade schedule and rotations are a little different than outlined here.) 



The Teen Reading Advisory Committee (T.R.A.C.) is open to 
students in grades 6-12 throughout the school year. Students 
meet every Wednesday after school to discuss their current book 
picks. Meetings also encourage students to share ideas on how 
to promote their book recommendations.  

Teen Reading Advisory Club 

Student Clubs 

.Pillager School has a local huddle 
as a part of the nation-wide 
organization, Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (FCA).  This 
organization focuses on Integrity, 

Teamwork, Service, and 
Excellence. A student need not be 

an athlete or a member of a church to attend this club.  

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

 
Beyond the Spanish classroom experience, students involved in 
the Spanish Club take a trip to Costa Rica every other year, led by 
the Pillager School Spanish teacher. This is more than a 
sightseeing trip, but an exposure to Spanish culture. 

Spanish Club 

 
Middle School and High School students who struggle with mainstream classes will 
have an exciting opportunity to participate in a basic career/vocational and life skills 
program called PAES (Practical Assessment Exploration System). The program’s 
focus is for students to explore and learn work skills through a hands-on simulated 
work environment (The PAES Lab) while at the same time developing life skills.   

 
When students enter the PAES Lab they will clock-in and become employees, and their teachers will become work supervi-
sors.  Each student will have a chance to explore careers in five work area units:  

Business/Marketing, Consumer Service,  
Construction/Industrial, Computer Technology, and Processing/Production.  

 
These  career skills are taught in a systematic way in order to increase independency.  In addition, PAES assesses present 
behavior barriers to future success, then helps to change them to positive work behaviors. 
 

Students learn about elections and service through  
participating in Student Council beginning in grade 3.   

 
Students at each level have the opportunity to make decisions 

about activities and give input to school leadership. 

Student Council 

Rigor   Exposing students to challenging class work with academic and social support. 
Relevance  Demonstrating how students will use their learning. 
Relationships Building caring and supportive connections with students, parents, and the community. 

Pillager School is committed to 

to insure student success! 



Award Receptions held at the conclusion of each sporting 
seasonLetters and Awards presented. Community Invited! 

Spring  

Track/Field 

Baseball 

Fall 

Football 

W
inter 

Girls  
Basketball Softball 

Volleyball Boys  
Basketball Golf 

Cross  
Country One Act Clay Target  

League 

Knowledge Bowl Speech Spring  
Musical 

Activities Available  

Extra curricular 
Extra-curricular and co-curricular activities are a foundation for  
students at Pillager.  Although we are a small school, there are 
many opportunities for kids to get involved.  These activities are 
designed to support and teach the qualities and values being 
taught in the building through our “Husky PRIDE” Program.   
 
Students are involved in many fine arts, academic, as well as 
athletic activities.  Pillager is recognized on a consistent basis 
for our teams’ outstanding sportsmanship and supportive fans. 

 

Pillager Youth Sports, grades 3-6, is a part of the Athletic department.  
The Head Coach is a part of the school-wide coaching staff and chosen 
by the Varsity coach of each sport. This approach gives continuity to the 
program beginning in third grade, and allows younger players to feel a 
part of the larger athletic program. Parents are invited to join as volun-
teer assistant coaches. 
 
Youth Sports includes: Volleyball, Football, Cross Country, Girls Basket-
ball, Boys Basketball, Track and Field, Summer Ball.  
 
Practices generally are held right after school, 3:30-5:00 p.m. Practice 
locations may vary through the season as we coordinate schedules with 
all teams. Some levels and teams will travel for competition, 
depending on the sport. Transportation is the responsibility of the  
parent. 
 
Registrants for youth sports will receive a free activities pass for all 
school activities including sports and drama productions. 

Pillager athletics is played 
under the rules of the  

Minnesota State High 
School League.  

These rules provide for  
fair play and good  

sportsmanship among  
players and coaches. 

“Special Olympics Minnesota 
believes that through sports training 
and competition, people with 
intellectual disabilities benefit 
physically, mentally and socially; 
families are strengthened; and the 
community at large, both through 
participation and observation, is 

united in understanding people with intellectual disabilities in an 
environment of equality, respect and acceptance.”   
http://specialolympicsminnesota.org 
 
What is Unified Special Olympics? 
It is a combination of  athletes with and without disabilities on the same 
team.  By participating together, athletes and partners improve: 
physical fitness, sharpen their skills, challenge the competition and 
overcome prejudices about intellectual disabilities 
 
What sports are Pillager Huskies involved in? 
Unified Sports include bowling, basketball, and track & field 
Non-unified sports include bowling, basketball, and track & field 
 
Pillager has hosted the Area 5 track & Field meet in the spring for the 
past six years. Community members are welcome to observe this great 
event. 

Activities  
and  
Athletics 



Students Honored 
Each month two students are recognized as HUSKY OF 
THE MONTH. This recognition includes their name on the 
school Huskies Page and a t-shirt. These students are rec-
ommended by the Pillager coaches and are endorsed by the 
Pillager Huskies Booster Club.  
Criteria for selection: 

Academic Performance  Activity Performance 
School/Activity Attendance  Sportsmanship/Attitude 

  
 
• Fall Athletic Registration Night 
Meeting will be held in early August for all fall athletes.  
This meeting will cover Minnesota State High School 
League rules, Pillager High School rules and policies, 
and meetings with specific coaches to discuss ex-
pectations and their rules. 
Physicals offered through Lakewood Health Systems are often 
available on this evening for a reduced price. Athletes for all 
sports (winter-spring) are welcome to get physicals on this night. 
 
A secretary will be on hand to collect paperwork and activity fees so 
athletes will be cleared for practice on the first day. A reminder that all 
athletes must have a complete physical every 3 years in order to be 
eligible to play. Required paperwork will be available in the high school 
office beginning in early August through the remainder of the year.  
 
• Registration for Winter and Spring Sports 
A meeting will be called for each sport during the school day prior  
to the beginning of the season. At this meeting the coaches will be 
introduced and paperwork and guidelines will be reviewed.  
If a student did not play a fall sport, paperwork will be available at this 
meeting. If a student DID play a fall sport, no additional paperwork is 
necessary unless requested by the specific coach, but the sports fee is 
due before the player may participate in practices. 
 
• Registration for Co-op Sports 

Special paperwork and fees are necessary for co-op sports  
with Brainerd. Students or parent should visit with the Activities 
Director of Pillager School BEFORE committing to a co-op sport. 
 
• Athletic Fees (includes an activity pass for the year) 

 Elementary (gr.3-6) $25  
 Middle School (gr.7-8) $40 
 High School (gr.9-12) $55 
 Maximum for one family for the year    $165 
 
• Registration for One Act Play and Speech 

(includes an activity pass for the year) 
Registration forms are available in the office 
prior to these seasons starting. It is different paperwork  
than athletic registration, but the fees are the same  
as listed above. These activities are governed by the  
Minnesota State High School League  
 
• Event Admission Fees: 
 Adults: $5     Students: $3 Preschool: Free 
 Senior Adults (65+): Free with pass picked up in office 
Admission fees will be charged for the following events: Varsity 
Football, JV and Varsity Volleyball, JV and Varsity Boys and 
Girls Basketball, High School Drama Productions, Section 
events. 
 
• Season Passes can be purchased for the year: 
 Adults: $40      Students: $15       Family: $100 
These may be purchased in the High School office. Season 
passes are not accepted at any section event. 

. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Open to everyone! 
• $15 includes a T-shirt. 
• Pre-registration suggested 
• Call 838-1185 for more info 
• Registrations forms on the school website. 

Saturday,  
Homecoming Weekend 

Saturday, 
Homecoming 

weekend   
on the Varsity 
football field 

FREE competition in five different age groups 
For boys and girls, ages 6-15 

To register, go to www.nflppk.com 

Boys Basketball Tournament  
over Christmas break 



We encourage parents to be involved in their child’s education at Pillager 
Elementary.  Parents are welcome in the school at all times.  Parents are 
invited to visit classrooms and encouraged to communicate with teachers.   
All students in Pillager Elementary are able to receive services under the 
school wide Title One plan.  Test data will be made available and ex-
plained to parents.  Data will be used to prioritize strengths and needs.  
We want all parents to be aware of the many opportunities to be involved 
in school committees.  We will include information in our district newslet-
ters, monthly school news, and in classroom letters and the elementary 
handbook.  Our website will also be updated regularly to keep parents 
informed.   
A District-wide Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly 
with and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A 
programs.   

Title 1 Policy— “It’s for Everybody!” 

Elementary 

Every 
classroom  

has access to 
computer labs, 
Chromebooks, 

and iPads 

Mrs. Wanda Bell 
Elementary Principal 

 
elementary@isd116.org 

 
 

PBIS and ENVoY: A powerful duo 
These two systems are implemented throughout the elementary to create 
learning classrooms for all students. 
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Support) teaches expecta-
tions and uses positive interactions and tangible incentives to encourage 
desired behaviors. 
ENVoY nonverbal classrooms is a system to get student’s attention and 
manage transitions using hand signals and body language rather than 
voice commands. 
These systems, working together, are effective to create a learning climate 
that uses influence, not power to bring classroom management. 

Classroom Management 
 Curriculum 

Art in the classroom 
PE every day 
Music every other day 

Pillager Elementary serves students in grades K-4 and prides 
itself in small class sizes: an average of about 20 students per 
classroom. 
We use an inclusion model which means that all students in 
our school, regardless of their strengths or weaknesses in any 
area, become part of educational opportunities in the “least 
restrictive environment” possible, most often in the regular 
classroom with age-appropriate, non-disabled peers. This 
model benefits all students, not just special education  
students. Co-teaching with classroom teacher and special ed 
teachers happens in many classrooms to provide the best 
instruction possible. 
At Pillager School, learning is active and student centered. 

 
 
 
 
We welcome community experts and parents to visit our 
elementary classrooms with a program to teach business and 
economics. Beginning with lessons in Kindergarten about 
community, working through lessons on city, money, families, our 
nation, and ending with a field trip in fifth grade to BizTown for a 
hands-on experience of running a town including electing a mayor 
and running businesses! 



a Friday early in December 
 

During class time, elementary students  
will have the opportunity to shop for up to 10 
gifts costing only $1 each (including the gift 

bag)! Gifts will be available that are appropriate 
for mom, dad, grandparents, and siblings.  

Volunteers Welcome for shopping day. 

 

These are two fun days in May of track and field 
events!  Students compete in running and jumping 
events.  Ribbons will be awarded to all students.   

 
Spectators Welcome! 

Grandparent’s Day  
Program in April 

 

A musical program is presented  
in honor of our grandparents  
along with other special activities  
planned in the classrooms. 

 
These events in mid-March are a fundraiser for the American Heart  

Association. Prizes and awards can be earned by collecting donations. 
 
  

Jump 
Rope  

for Heart 

 
A special celebration  

is held just for Kindergarten 
students and their families 

to celebrate their  
graduation in the Middle 
School Gym usually held 
the last week of school. 

Kindergarten Graduation 

An Elementary Reward Day is planned twice a year, fall and spring. This 
program is to encourage positive behaviors and serves as an incentive for 
students who did well for the quarter.  
Students will be ineligible if they have… 
• Poor attendance and are considered 

“educationally neglected” 
• Failing grades in any classes as of the 

registration deadline 
• Any major office referrals up until leave 

time at Principal’s discretion. 
Reward Day often includes swimming trips, bowling, arts/crafts, or 
game and movie days. 

Every student in the elementary school will be in the 
Christmas program. Join us for these afternoon or 

evening performances. 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Students from each classroom are chosen and celebrated each month 
for their outstanding work in the classroom. More than academics, 
students are evaluated on their Husky PRIDE attitudes. A certificate 
and prize is awarded, and names are posted in the hallway near the 
cafeteria for all students and guests to see. Their names are also fea-
tured in the District newsletter each quarter. 

Students of the Month 
 

The Fun Stop program provides 
quality, safe, fun school-aged 

childcare for children in grades  
K-5. Games, puzzles, crafts, 

sports, and homework help are all 
a part of the many choices. 

Located in the Pillager School. 
 
 

Call 746-2192 for a Fun Stop  
information packet. Children must 

be enrolled, pre-registered, and pre-paid to attend Fun Stop.  
 

Fun Stop is available from 6:30-8:15 a.m. and 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
on school days and  6:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on  non-school days  

and  during the summer. 
Fun Stop is a program offered by the Pillager Family Center. 

 

Reward Days 

Children’s Christmas Shopping 

School-aged After School Care 

Elementary Track and Field Days 

 
Hoops 

for Heart 
 
 

Grandparent’s Day Program 

American Red Cross 

Field Trips 
 

Every grade takes at least one educational field trip every year: 

Past trips: Lindberg Museum Duluth 

Science Center Bird Sanctuary Itasca State Park 
Pine Grove Zoo Camp Shamineau Paul Bunyan Trail 

Camp Confidence Ziegler Cat Horse ranch 

Recess Management/Activities taught during PE 



.  
 
 
 

Early 
Childhood 

Mrs. Betty Doss 
Early Childhood Center Coordinator 

earlychildhood@isd116.org 

Families use Parent Aware Star Ratings to find programs  
using best practices that prepare children for kindergarten. 

When a program volunteers to participate in the Parent Aware Star Rating process, we like to say they are letting their stars shine. They are 
going above and beyond health and safety requirements and are sharing that with families looking for quality care and education programs. 
Participating programs receive a Rating of One, Two, Three or Four Stars. Parent Aware Ratings are based on demonstrated use of 
practices that best prepare children for kindergarten. Each Rating level builds on the next, helping families easily identify how far a program 
has progressed in adopting these practices. 
 
Pillager School is proud to announce that we have received a 4-star rating for its School Readiness program.      (parentaware.org) 

Why is School Readiness Important? 
Being “ready” for Kindergarten is affected by the early care and 
learning experiences children receive. The research in brain 
development emphasizes that early learning (especially from birth 
to five) directly influences a child's ability to learn and succeed in 
school. These studies have contributed to a growing awareness of 
the importance of quality early education and prekindergarten 
experiences.  
 
Research indicates that preschoolers who attend high quality 
programs: 
• Enter kindergarten with skills necessary for school success. 
• Show greater understanding of verbal and numerical concepts. 
• Are more socially competent. 
• Show ability to stay with an activity longer. 
• Are more likely to make typical progress through the primary 

grades. 
• Are less often placed in special education classes. 
• Are less likely to be retained in kindergarten. 

Pillager School Readiness offers a 
variety of experiences and activities  

that prepare preschoolers for success  
in Kindergarten.  

 
To be enrolled, children must be  

four years of age by Sept. 1 



 

If your child, age three to five, has not gone 
through an early childhood screening, 
please call Carla at (218) 746-3075 to 
schedule a time to do so.  Early Childhood 
Screening is a state requirement before 
children can enter School Readiness and/or 

Kindergarten. Screenings are usually held in the fall and the 
spring. 

Early Childhood Screening 

ECFE provides support and resources to all families with children from birth until 
their enrollment in Kindergarten. The ECFE program believes parents are a child’s 
first and most important teachers.  
 
Our program provides an opportunity for parents and  children to play and learn 
together in a  supportive environment facilitated by licensed child, community 
experts, and parent educators. Each year, ECFE conducts FAMILY CLASSES and 
FAMILY FUN NIGHTS. In the Early Childhood Center at the school. Call 746-3075 
for more info.  
 

TACSEI 
(pronounced like “taxi”) 
 
is our  “PBIS for Early 
Childhood” program. 
Pillager Early 
Childhood programs 

have been chosen by the MN Department of Ed. to use 
this new approach to promote social and emotional 
competence.  
Our teachers 
have gone 
through rigorous 
training and 
have developed 
a plan to 
implement these 
strategies in our 
everyday 
classroom 
routines.   
 
Additionally, 
resources are available for families to implement these 
strategies at home. 
 

www.challengingbehavior.fmhi.usf.edu/ 

Skills for Social and Academic Success 
 
The Second Step early learning program promotes: 
• Success in the early learning classroom 
• School readiness 
• Social and life success 
 
By directly teaching children the skills that strengthen their ability to: 
• Learn 
• Have empathy 
• Manage emo�ons 
• Make friends 
• Solve problems 

Provided through Bi-County 
CAP, this program is for 
families with children ages 4-
5, focusing on education, 
health, parent involvement 
and social services. Children 
attend full-day classes (8:15 

am – 3:00 pm) Tuesdays, Thursdays, and every other 
Friday throughout the school year. Priority is given to 
families who meet income guidelines. For info, contact 
bswenson@isd116.org. 

www.cfchildren.org/second-step 

ECSE 
Children ages birth to seven who exhibit developmental 

delays (motor, auditory, vision, cognition, social-emotional, 
or speech/language) may qualify for services to meet their 

specific needs. Children receive services in their home, 
daycare, or in Pillager’s Early Childhood Center  

or Kindergarten classrooms. 

Early Childhood 
Special Education  



Parents, please call the bus garage by 7:00 a.m. if your child/children will not be riding the 
bus for the day.  This will help the buses stay on schedule!   
 
Special note:  Students are allowed  only ONE designated bus stop in the morning 
and ONE designated bus stop in the afternoon.  These stops must be registered 
through Fornshell Bus and Pillager School. 
 
Bus Safety on the roads: 
• Parents and district residents need to understand state laws in regards to school buses.   
• When school is in session, buses will be stopping on all forms of roads: state highways, 
county roads, city streets and township roads.  When buses stop, it means that a child is 
being picked up or dropped off.  Red flashing lights mean that you must stop.  It is illegal to 
pass a bus on either side while meeting or following the bus when the red lights are flashing. 
 

Bus Safety at school: 
We also ask that you follow the bus safety in the area around the school building.   
• The one way streets and driving restrictions have been developed for the safety of kids.  The parking lot on the south side of the school is 

a one way parking lot.  Please enter from the east end only and exit from the west end only.  This helps the flow of traffic off of East 
Second Street as it is one way.   

   
Each student in kindergarten through grade ten receives bus safety training every year.  All students take a written and practice test.  
As adult drivers, please be good examples. Thank you for your help in making school a safer place for kids. 

Transportation Services 

Our transportation services are 
handled by Fornshell Bus Service. 

 
fornshellbus@isd116.org 

(218) 746-3770 
 

Online info: School Website 
Use “services” tab on top of home page 

Media / Library Services Health Services 
Based on studies in the United States approximately 
1 out of 125 children have a peanut allergy. Allergies 
to peanuts, shellfish, and eggs, along with other 
allergies have increased in the last decade. 
Therefore, it seems that it is likely that we will have 

students with food allergies in our school system.  
        We continue to implement a PEANUT-FREE ZONE in our 
elementary cafeteria. A table has been set aside for students with 
peanut and other food allergies. Students may sit at this table with 
friends if their breakfast or lunches do not include peanuts, peanut 
oil, or other known food allergies. Our goal is to keep all students 
safe! 

 
A special  nutrition class is offered to 4th graders 
from the MN Extension office.  SNAP-Ed teaches  
students about healthy eating and activity. 
 
Hearing and  Vision screening is conducted 
annually with the help of local organizations. 
Parents are always notified if any issues are 
detected. 
 
A full-time Registered Nurse is on campus 
every school day. She is available if a child is 
sick, injured, or needs other attention to 
physical needs. Families are asked to monitor 
the health of their children and keep them home 
if they are sick. 

 Our newly remodeled and enlarged Media Center and 
Library is bright, comfortable, and very welcoming. Every elementary 
student visits once a week to browse through the many age 
appropriate books.  Over 8,000 titles fill the room, along with 
magazine and local/state newspapers.  Middle School and High 
School students visit often when their classes come to do research 
or use the computer labs. The entire library catalog system is 
available to search online through the Media Center page on the 
school website. 
 There are two computer labs in this space: a Mac lab and a 
PC lab. Students come here for testing, class research, or to use the 
computers for CAD, digital design, or online classes. 

 
Each fall the Media Center staff host a BOOK 
FAIR to showcase new book for purchase for 
personal use. This is also an opportunity for 
families to purchase books for classrooms or to 
donate to the Media Center for others to enjoy. 

The library is open through the summer for adults and students 
through a special reading program, PAWS FOR READING.  
 
The Media Center is a great place for evening meetings or 
gatherings. To use this space for your group, contact 
wmortenson@isd116.org 



Pillager School has taken a very proactive approach to safety 
for all students. A crisis management team has been trained to 
respond to emergencies that may occur during the school day.   
 
—Tornado and fire drills are conducted as required by the 
state. Students are coached through these situations so they 
understand safety procedures. 
 
—All entry doors of the school building are locked at all times. 
Visitors must enter through the offices and use a check-in / 
check-out system. 
 
—Staff go through extensive training each year on intruder 
and lockdown procedures. 
 
—Student behavior is held to a high standard. Tough conse-
quences are used to deter inappropriate behavior or activity. 
Bullying will not be tolerated. A strict Bullying Prohibition Policy 
has been set by the school board and reporting forms are 
available online. 

Safety Issues 

Food Services 
 
2015-16 Food Service:  
Breakfast   $1.75  adult-$2.60 
Lunch $2.60          adult-$4:00     
Extra milk: $.50 
 
(Students who qualify for free/reduced 
meals will also receive a free breakfast.  
All Kindergarten students receive a free 

breakfast and students will eat together as a class as a part of their 
morning.) 
 
Parents are encouraged to monitor family meal accounts online to 
keep up-to-date on student purchases and the account balance.   
To set-up a password for account access, please contact your 
child’s school office. 
 
We strongly urge you to fill out the free and reduced lunch 
application and mail it or bring it to the District office—whether you 
believe you qualify or not!! Your cooperation helps bring additional 
revenue for small class sizes into the District. 
 
Applications for free or reduced-price meals can be submitted any 
time  during the school year.  If your family experiences a change in 
household composition or income during the year, your family’s 
eligibility may be affected.  Please contact Maureen Milles, Food 
Service Bookkeeper for more information or with questions:  746-
2104 or mmilless@isd116.org. 

Guidance Services 
Gone are the days of school counselors sitting in their office simply 
handing out college applications, making schedule changes for students 
who want to drop a class or meeting with the troublemakers in the school. 
Today's school counselors are vital members of the education team. They 
help all students in the areas of academic achievement, personal/social 
development and career development, ensuring today's students become 
the productive, well-adjusted adults of tomorrow. Counselors at every 
level work as a team member with school staff, parents, and the 
community. 

 
Elementary Youth and Family Services specializes in early 
identification and intervention for social or academic issues. 
(Stephanie Patnode) 
 
Middle school students are characterized by rapid physical 
growth, curiosity about their world and an emerging self-
identity. The Middle School Counselor works to create a 
caring, supportive climate and atmosphere whereby young 
adolescents can achieve academic success. Middle school 
counselors enhance the learning process and promote 
academic achievement.  (Stacy Germandson) 
 
High school years are full of growth, promise, excitement, 
frustration, disappointment and hope. It is the time when 
students begin to discover what the future holds for them. 
The High School Counselor enhances the learning process 
and promotes academic achievement. These services are 
essential for students to achieve optimal personal growth, 
acquire positive social skills and values, set appropriate 
career goals and realize full academic potential to become 
productive, contributing members of the world community.  

       (Sue Turner)           www.schoolcounselor.org 

Special Ed. Services 
Pillager School has a range of specialists who can work with your 
child who may be having trouble in school, whether his problems 
stem from physical disabilities, learning difficulties or emotional 
issues. 

Some problems can be solved with the help of your child’s regular 
classroom teacher. For example, if your child is easily distracted, 
the teacher may ask him to sit close to her. Just a little extra help 
may be all he needs. 

But if these strategies don’t work, other help is available with a 
variety of special ed teachers on the Pillager staff. Many have been 
trained with different specialties.  To access an assessment for 
your child for these services, contact the principal of your child’s 
school. 

Your child may also be eligible for what are called "related 
services." These include counseling, speech therapy, and physical 
and occupational therapy. 

A�� s�u� �nt� � � N �e��� ! 



 
 

concert events 

Winter Concert 
Come early and enjoy the  

Pillager School Festival of Trees 
displayed in the commons. 

Fall Concert 
The fall concert is followed by an ice 
cream social for all in attendance. 

Spring Concert 
Local art will be on display 

before this concert. Any student  
or community member  may enter art 

for this display. 

Music and Arts 

 
Students can participate in Jazz Band,   
Concert Band, Pep Band, and  participate 
in competition with students from other  
schools. Fifth grade students are  
introduced to Band through a  
Band Camp in August. 

The One Act Play is part of the Minnesota State High School 
League. It is a competition event at the high school level.  
Anyone wishing to participate should register in the high 
school office. 
 
The play chosen 
for the 2015-16 
season is... 
 

Students can participate in Concert Choir, Small Group  
Ensembles and participate in competition with students from 
other schools. Our young men also participate in the “Real 
Men Sing” event with the Staples Community Choir each 
October. This is typically a 200-voice choir experience! 

 
Full-length musicals are  
offered by Pillager music  

students each spring. 

One Act Play 

We believe that showcasing student art  
is very important and we do it often! 

 
The art department celebrates the creativity that is produced 
by the young minds of our community through a couple art 
shows through the year, in addition to the regularly filled art 
display cases.   
 
Pillager Art Shows include the creative pieces from the art 
department, but also include photography and writing 
produced in other spaces of the school. This cross-curricular 
effort allows students to use different learning styles and 
hands-on application.  
 

Art Shows 



 Gymnastics  
 

 

Week-long camp offered in the summer  
for children, ages 4-15. 

Floor and beam training. “Show Day”  
on Friday, open to family and friends 

 Swim Lessons 
Transportation from the school  

to the Staples Community Center  
for two weeks of instruction  

on six levels.  

 Behind the Wheel 
Driving Instruction 

 
Open to any student who has  

completed the Driver’s Ed class. 

 Children’s Theatre 
In partnership with Prairie Fire  

Children’s Theatre, a week-long 
camp is offered culminating with  
a full performance open to the  

community. 
  

K-1-2 Basketball 
 

For all students, boys and girls, in Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade. 

Coached by volunteer parents 

 Defensive Driving 
for Senior Adults (55+) 
Qualify for a discount on your auto  
insurance with a Defensive Driving 

course by approved instructor. 

 

This program is a  
series of classes 

offered to elementary 
students right after 
school. The week 
includes up to 16 
different classes 

to choose from  
including cooking, crafts, science fun, stamp collecting,  

journaling, theatre, pottery, astronomy, and other classes. 
 

The cost is very minimal, usually about $3 per class. Students 
can choose up to 2 classes per day for 4 days.  

Community involvement is encouraged . 

 Climbing Club 
Spend a few afternoons on the climbing 

wall behind the school. This class is 
offered by trained instructors. 

 A variety of classes are offered each 
year as requested by our communi-
ty. These may include painting or 

pottery classes, Spanish 101, callig-
raphy, crafts, reflection on WWII, 

cooking classes, etc. Watch for de-
tails, or call 746-2115 to express 

your interest. 

If you would like to have input into the types of 
activities offered through Pillager School 
Community Education, contact Wade 
Mortenson (746-2115).   
 
This Advisory Board meets 4 times a year and 
is composed of community members and 
parents of students at Pillager School.  Your 
input is welcome! 

Community Ed Advisory Board Adult Leagues — 
The Community Ed office is considering planning adult volleyball and 
basketball leagues for evening play. If you are interested in participating, call 
the Com.Ed. office. (746-2115) 
 

Weight room 
The Weight room is open after school until 5:00 most 
evenings. Extended hours are being considered.  
Community members welcome to use this equipment 
when it is open.  For specific details and to confirm the  
hours, please call the Com.Ed. office. 



Monday evening  
in April 
Pie.  

Coffee.  
Stories. 

 
 

Do you enjoy sharing stories of growing up at  
Pillager School? Do you enjoy sipping coffee  
and reminiscing about “the good ol’ days”?  

Here’s an event just for you… 
Come to share. Come to listen. 

Come to enjoy the rich heritage of Pillager School! 

 

Every person (student or community)  
 who brings a “dad” to breakfast  
will be treated to free donuts and juice  
7:30 a.m. -- a Friday in March 
$1 suggested donation.  
 
Community Connection: This is for ALL students — 
 but also every person in the community who wants to  
have donuts with their dad should come! It’s FREE!  
Community adults, bring your dad for a free breakfast! 

 
Included in the morning will be our 

Annual Paper Airplane Flying Contest  
Students will be sent to class by 8:25 a.m.    

 VETERANS DAY  
CELEBRATION  

 
Each year we host a special program  

during the school day which recognize veterans 
 from all wars, foreign and domestic, from  

all branches of the Armed Forces.   
The celebration includes involvement  

from our students through music  
and presentations. 

 
MEMORIAL DAY 

CELEBRATION 
 

Presented by the American Legion, a Memorial Day program is 
held each year on the morning of Memorial Day. The high school 

band has the privilege of playing at the program each year. 

Every person (student or community)  who brings a “mom” 
to breakfast will be treated to free muffins and juice  

7:30 a.m. -- a Friday in November 
$1 suggested donation.  

 
Included in the morning will be easy craft that moms and her children can 
work on together! Students will be sent to class by 8:25 a.m.   

 

Every person (student or community)  who brings a Senior Adult 
to breakfast will be treated to free cinnamon rolls, coffee, and juice  

7:30 a.m. -- a Friday in September 
$1 suggested donation.  

 
Included in the morning will be a couple  

quick games of BINGO that young and old can play together! 
Students will be sent to class by 8:25 a.m. 

 

 

Community Connection 

You Can Go 
Anywhere  
From Pillager... 
 
... is the theme of the Pillager School Hall of Fame. Each 
year a few alumni are chosen to induct based on their 
achievements in the area of business, community service, 
athletics/entertainment, military, or entrepreneurial work. 
Through the years we have included alumni or past teachers 
or coaches who have been inventors, educators, writers, 
missionaries, clinicians, and members of the local community 
who have made significant contributions to Pillager Schools. 



School Library:  
Open to the Public 

 
Did you know that the school library is 

open to the public anytime during 
school hours and the summer? Stop by 

the office for a badge, then enjoy the 
library with full check-out privileges. 

Hall Walkers 
Monday-Friday 

November through March 
6:00-7:30 a.m. 
4:00-6:00 p.m. 

FREE, just call the office. 

The last Friday of April is Arbor Day in Minnesota and  
Pillager School celebrates it with many outdoor activities. 
There are carnival games, displays, free trees, and the  
kick-off of the sales from the greenhouse that 
students have been working on. Each year many flowers 
and plants are sold to the community. 

 
 

Family Skating Party 
 

Friday, late in April      6:00-8:00 p.m.     in the  Middle School gym 
 

The week that we have skates in Elementary PE we have an evening 
skating party and invite our parents and families!  It’s always lots of 

fun! There are skates for everyone: adults and kids! 
Children must be accompanied by a parent. 

Friday in October 
6:00-8:00 p.m. in the MS gym  

 
There will be games, a haunted house, food, and more!  

This is an annual family event ... all are welcome.  Children 
are welcome to dress up in their Halloween costumes!  

This event is sponsored by the Junior class. 

Fall Fun Fest 

February at the school 

 
 

 

A special day for your family.  
Mother/Son event usually on a Friday 
Father/Daughter usually on Saturday 
 
Both events include a nice supper and 
activity. Tickets available at school 

 

    Fathers and Father-figures of students in Early Childhood through Middle School 
 
 
This program will be launched with an annual ‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night at our school.  We will meet in the Elementary 
School cafeteria at 6:00 for FREE pizza and drinks.  At 6:30 p.m. we will have a presentation about our WATCH D.O.G.S.® 

(Dads Of Great Students) Program.   
 
WATCH D.O.G.S.®  is an innovative program being used by schools across America which helps them to be positively 
impacted by the committed involvement of fathers and father-figures in their student’s life.  Our goal is to have you spend at 
least one day this year at the school to be a positive male role model and to provide an extra set of eyes and ears. 
 

Attention All ‘DADS’ of  Pillager Students! 
 

‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night Event!  —  FREE Pizza, Drinks and Fun! 
 

 



Mission: Working with our communities, we will support innova-
tive approaches and enhance student excellence in academics, 
arts, athletics and activities. 
 
The PEF was established in 2012 as a Foundation to support 
current needs and to build endowments. Uses may include, but 
are not limited to the following: Scholarships, Community 
Events, Special Projects, and Innovative Classrooms. To get 
involved in this organization, call the high school office for con-
tact information. 

You are invited to join the monthly PTO meetings. During meetings we discuss 
new ways  to support our children, teachers and the school. Meetings are held the 
third Monday of every month prior to the School Board meeting. Child care is avail-
able by request.    
Check the PTO link on the school website for more information. 

The PTO regularly gives back to our students through volunteerism and activities. 

The purpose of the Booster Club is to promote extra-curricular 
activities at Pillager High School in an atmosphere that is con-
sistent with the educational philosophy of the school community. 
The Booster Club’s meeting time is the 1st Monday of the 
month at 6:00 p.m. at the Shante. 
 
The Booster Club regularly supports our students through contribu-
tions to teams and through family events including Tailgate Parties, 
sponsoring the Award Receptions, and providing refreshments 
through the Pillager School concession stand at home ball games. 

Booster Club 

Parent  
Organizations 

Elementary PTO 

 
What is the District Leadership Team? 
The District Leadership Team is designed to involve parents or guardians and 
community members in decisions regarding implementation of the Minnesota 
Academic Standards and high academic achievement for all students.   
 

The role of the team is to provide input and advice by making recommendations.  The members of the District 
Leadership Team include a mix of school staff and community members and/or parents. If you are interested in 
more information, contact Josh Smith at 218-746-2145 or via email at jsmith@isd116.org 

How to get 

involved 

Community Engagement 
There are many ways to get involved on an “occasional” basis. 
This might include serving juice at a breakfast, setting up for an 
art show, reading to a Kindergarten class, or stapling papers in 
the office.  
 
If you would like to be on a volunteer list for “occasional” help, 
please call the Community Engagement office at 746-2105. 



 
 

 Box Tops for Education– Box Tops are found on 
many items not just boxes anymore– Avery, Betty 
Crocker, Cheerios, Hamburger Helper, Hefty, 
Juicy-Juice, Ziploc, Kleenex and Welch's to name 
a few! For a complete listing go to  
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/
Brands.aspx 

 My Coke Rewards for Schools— Make sure you 
stock up on your favorite Coca-Cola beverages to 
get codes and donate them to our school.  
Rewards can be found on hundreds of different 
packages including DASANI, Sprite, Minute Maid, 
Powerade ION4, Vault, Mr. Pibb and other Coke 
products. 

 Pop Tabs–Ronald McDonald Houses collect pop 
tabs instead of entire aluminum cans because the 
tabs are pure high-quality aluminum, unlike cans, 
which consist of aluminum and other alloys. Tabs 
are also easier to store than whole cans and help 
raise monies for needy families at the Ronald 
McDonald House. 

 Campbell's Soup Labels for Education— Clip and 
Save Campbell’s Soup Labels and help earn  
monies for our Special Education Program. 

 Target “Red Card” purchases--Target will donate 
1% of your REDcard purchases at Target and 
Target.com to the school of your choice. 

 Best Buy-- Donate your Reward Zone points to 
the Pillager School! 

Ways you can creatively donate to our school Logging into a school computer 
My name is John Doe and I’m going to show you how to log 
into your computer. First you will put in your graduation year 
(mine is 16), then you will put your first initial and last name so 
it should look like this: 
 Username:16jdoe 
Your password will be your lunch number (mine is 123), then 
your first initial and last name. It should look like this: 
 Password: 123jdoe 
 
Logging into your school Google account  
Next, I’m going to show you how to enter your email. Access 
Google and click to log in. Your email is very similar to logging 
into a computer but it will have @students.isd116.org, so it 
should look like this: 16jdoe@students.isd116.org 
You will use the same password to log into your email as you 
did to log into the computer:  Password: 123jdoe. 

If you are looking for School Spirit clothing, check in the school store, 
the PTO, or the High School office. Several sweatshirt styles are availa-

ble. T-shirts, and hats may also be available. 
 

On occasion, other groups also sell Husky clothing. To find out about 
these options contact the PTO or high school athletics. The Shante also 

carries a line of Husky clothing. 

Pillager School uses a recorded alert system to notify families of 
special school events, school closings, or emergencies. The 
numbers and email addresses are from the contact information that 
families provide to the District Office. 
 
This AlertNow system is able to contact two phone numbers and two 
email addresses for each family. If you would like to receive these 
messages, please verify with the District office that we have current 
contact information for you. 

Alert Now Notification System 

Religious Release Time Opportunities 
Minnesota State Law allows students to receiv up to 6 hours a 
month of religious training during the school day. If you are interest-
ed in your child participating in these off-site classes, contact the 
school office. Area churches provide transportation and instruction 
for these classes. Classes for elementary students are offered once 
a month for 2 hours, Middle School and High School students have 
access to these classes 2 times a month.  

PARENT AND CAREGIVER 
COFFEE 

Do you have questions about the school, or just want to 
meet new friends from our school? Join us on the first 
Tuesday of the month (October-April)  8:30-9:30 a.m. In 
the HS commons 
 
Topics will vary: Technology, School Safety, Volunteerism, 
Curriculum, Homework Help, District Direction, Testing, 
Transition Points, etc. 
 
At every “Parent Coffee” we will  talk about any topic, but 
prepared topics will be announced on the school website. 
 



Administration  Team 
Superintendent 
Mike Malmberg 
746-2100 
mmalmberg@isd116.org 

Elementary Principal 
Wanda Bell 
746-2110 
wanda.bell@isd116.org 

Middle School Principal 
Scott Doss 
746-2112 
sdoss@isd116.org 

High School Principal 
Shannon Hunstad 
746-2117  
shunstad@isd116.org 

Curriculum / Assessment 
Josh Smith 
746-2145 
jsmith@isd116.org 

Activities Director 
Wade Mortenson 
746-2115 
wmortenson@isd116.org 

School Leadership 

School 
Board 

6 5 4 3 1 2 

1 - Becky Bennett 
12328 Upper Sylvan Rd. SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 851-7527 
becky.bennett@isd116.org 

2- Shawn Hunstad 
13710 13st Avenue SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 828-4268 
shawn.hunstad@isd116.org 

3 - Chad Koel 
12038 Spring Road SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
218) 746-4243 
chad.koel@isd116.org 

4- Scott Mudgett  
1533 Harrison Dr. SW 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
218)828-1528  
scott.mudgett@isd116.org 

5- Sara Nagel 
11059 Richmond rd SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 746-4478 
sara.nagel@isd116.org 

6—Steve Uban 
10504 Orchard Pk Ln SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(615) 247-1335 
steve.uban@isd116.org 

  

District Office 
phone 

fax 
email 

 
(218) 746-3772 
(218) 746-4236 
lblumke@isd116.org   

    
Early Childhood  

phone 
fax 

email 

 
(218) 746-3075 
(218) 746-2188 
earlychildhood@isd116.org 

   
Elementary School 

phone 
fax 

email 

 
(218) 746-2111 
(218) 746-2134 
elementary@isd116.org 

    
Middle School 

phone 
fax  

email 

  
(218) 746-2112 
(218) 746-2153 
middleschool@isd116.org 

    
High School 

phone 
fax 

email 

 
(218) 746-2113 
(218) 746-3406 
highschool@isd116.org 
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Stay up-to-date with  
Pillager School on 
 
Twitter 
@Pillager_School 
 
 
 
Facebook 
(like Pillager Schools) 
 
 
 
Pinterest 
(PillagerSchool) 
 
 
 
The web 
www.isd116.org 
 
 
 
The Cube 
(online live streaming of Pillager events 
including sports and programs) 
search: Pillager Public School District 


